
































The sole purpose of this guide's existence is to serve as an answer to questions like these. 
For reasons not limited to establishing authority, we shall also make an attempt to cover the 
other, more trivial things. By now, we have already established that IITR is big. No, not space- 
big. Not even KGP big when compared to
others. But we are big enough. What this means is 
that we can afford to spend ludicrous amounts of land to serve as vast green spaces (stepping 
on which might get you shot), or to start endless construction projects.



While life goes on inside, it thrives outside the campus. We began with the dilemma students 
face to decide which restaurant to have lunch in. This is not because we have a lot of options, 
but mainly because there is very little differentiating the ones that exist. If you want to have, 
say, Italian or Continental or Mongolian-African-American - extra spicy, well, forget it. 
However, if you wish to treat yourself
with a little paneer or chana-masala, well, here you go.





The restaurants that exist outside the campus to serve as places to eat other than the mess 
and the canteens, offer very little for too much. In all this, perhaps the tea point by the side of 
the bus stand would be your second best option. The best, of course, would be the guy you 
think you know who just came back from home with a really heavy backpack.




So, you can try the following places, just for a change:





Places 

to eat 

While most afternoons here are spent 
pondering ‘Where should I have lunch 
today?’, a few are also spent wondering 
‘Why do we even bother to check the 
mess food?’. 

Peppery Herbs
Opened a few years ago, this place now gives Olive serious competition. Known for serving 
excellent sandwiches and chinese, be aware of the fact that the food will be totally worth it 
only when you are on a date or beg a well endowed friend for a chapo here. Be sure to try 
their Keema Pav to rescue your taste buds from decay on a day when the mess food is not 
palatable.





Desi Tadka
Birthday? Check. 


Dassi? Check. 


Intern/Placement? Check. 


Desi Tadka has been a staple chapo point for any and many occasions for the R-junta. 
Characterised by its spicy food and rich flavors, this moderately priced, pakka Indian 
restaurant is on the main road and is lit up with strings of pretty lights. Don't forget to try the 
Chicken/Paneer Truffle. 

Olive & Rustic House
Perhaps the only bourgeoisie restaurants located in Roorkee, people who regularly eat at 
Olive and Rustic House will be the first target whenever there is a communist revolution in 
Roorkee. Here you can gorge on quality paneer and chicken dishes while also enjoying Italian 
cuisine like a variety of Pastas, Bruschetta and Risotto. Make sure you get a chapo here from 
your rich friend and definitely order their hot coffee and hot chocolate to keep you warm on a 
freezing roorkee night.

Pizza Hut & Dominos
It was only a few years back that Pizza Hut realized the growing importance of Roorkee as a 
potential market and decided that they could no longer ignore it the way McDonalds does. 
The result of this epiphany is an occasionally crammed Pizza Hut Delivery outlet located next 
to Rustic. It has turned Dominos’ pizza joint monopoly into a duopoly for those who can 
afford it/ convince seniors to give them a chapo there. 







Baap of Rolls
Of the many Kathi Roll shacks in Civil Lines, Baap of Rolls is a fan-favourite. It is located just 
outside the Century Gate of IITR and they have a plethora of options on their menu. A quick 
fix to your hunger, these rolls have the most succulent bites of paneer, veggies and chicken, 
with some delightful sauces. Take your pick!

Ramesh Dosa Shop
A number of outlets on campus claim to serve South Indian food (read ‘dosa’ and ‘sambhar’). 
These are all scams that anyone that has tasted an actual dosa (despite all the variation) can 
see through instantly. However, Ramesh Dosa Shop is run by someone from Madurai and is 
the closest thing people from down south will get to a home-style dosa. The coconut chutney 
and sambhar are decent but the red chutney is straight from north-indian hell. If you do visit 
the place and talk to Ramesh anna in Tamil, he’ll probably give you a discount too. 

Chai Sutta Bar 
Frustrated by the sweetened boiled water you get in the name of tea in the mess? Have 
gossip to share over a cup of tea? Have the rains put you in the feels of going on an old-
school chai date? Chai-Sutta Bar is your go-to place. Even though it is named Chai-sutta bar, 
variety of chais is all they need to get you high. A very affordable snacking option for IITR 
junta, this place offers some nice garlic bread and fried momos.


Earth House 
Located just a stone throw away from the century gate, Earth House is a simple restaurant 
with a lot of fun vibes. With really nice outdoor seating, a lot of your freshers’ chaapos will 
probably take you here.


Milk Bar
Forgot your friend’s birthday and need a cake at 11 at night? Milk Bar is the place that will 
save your GPL plans from going to ruins at the last minute. The place offers a variety of 
moderately priced sweets (you can get anything from Gulab Jamuns to Doughnuts) and chaats 
on the ground floor. The first-floor restaurant offers relatively private seating space along with 
good South Indian and Chinese food.


The Spice
A recent addition to IITR’s list of affordable food outlets, this place is ideal for going on chapo 
dinners. Although the seating offered is quite limited, good food and pretty vibes make up for 
it. 


Subway
After being temporarily closed down during Covid, we waited fervently for the re-opening of 
Subway through all of 2022. important, not just as one of the three places you get non-
vegetarian food on campus, but also just as a perfectly reliable and familiar taste shop. 


Coffee Roasters
Coffee Roasters is a cozy, unassuming cafe with great cold beverages and desserts. Probably 
one of the few places in roorkee where you’ll get cheesecake? The rest of the food and snacks 
are a bit dicey, but is, regardless a safe bet for a date, or a sugar rush. 


Food Point
Food Point, near Shatabdi Dvar, is where you’ll find the gym folks flock to for their protein fix 
every evening. Even though the food is very hit or miss most of the times, it’s a generally 
pocket-friendly option for any spontaneous chicken cravings. 


Coffee N Degree Five
Located just below tamarind, coffee N degree five is a super cute cafe, perfect for hanging out 
with a small group of friends. It's coffee and Chipotle bowl are great options to try if you cant 
decide what to eat.T he food and desserts are pretty decent but sadly you are made to wait 
too long.


Burger Company
In the absence of burger chains like McDonald’s and Burger King in Roorkee, the humble 
Burger Company is an alternative for when you are repulsed by the usual cheeseburger in 
your canteens. While it may not be as pocket friendly as a fast food joint, it sure makes up for 
it with a large variety of burgers, shakes, fries and other sides. It is one of the few places in 
Roorkee for waffles, which are to die for.


Prakash
Located just above Prakash Hotel, this restaurant is an underrated gem of roorkee serving 
both Indian and Indo-Chinese cuisines. While it may not have the most authentic Indo-
Chinese food, it more than makes up for it with a large variety of North Indian Curries and 
South Indian Dosas. It is the perfect place for when you want to eat like a horse and not 
worry about the final price. It is a typical family restaurant, and is very likely to remind you of 
home. 


Utopia
Unlike its sister restaurants- CCD and Amul, Utopia, located on the 2nd floor of the Multi 
Activity Centre is open till 11 PM and is the perfect place in campus to get dosas which 
satiate your hunger. Utopia offers Chinese, Continental and South Indian Cuisines and is the 
perfect place to gossip with your friends while munching and also ensuring that it doesn’t hurt 
your pockets too much. They also offers a variety of coolers, which we would not recommend 
you to try.

Aroma
If you are looking for a fine dining experience in campus, visit Aroma located on the third floor 
of Multi Activity Centre. If like us, you survive on “vibes”, this is a perfect place to forget all 
your academic struggles, and feel like a king if only for some time. Do try out their stuffed 
naan and leave us a review. (P.S If you thought Rustic was expensive, do give this place a try.

Cafe Coffee Day
If you are looking for a silver lining of joining IIT-R, we bring to subsidized coffee from CCD. 
You will likely visit this place in your first week at the campus. The Devil’s Own is a campus 
favourite. Do not try their sandwiches as they are bound to leave you disappointed.

Tamarind
If you want to explore a fine dining experience, and move away from the usual hustle bustle 
of campus, Tamarind is the perfect place to go to. Tamarind is picturesque and may give you 
the oppurtunity to click pictures for your social media. 

Fusion
Looking to have a candle light dinner to impress your muse? Fusion provides you with that 
golden oppurtunity on Thursday’s every week. While their pizzas and pastas aren’t very 
different from the ones available in other restaurants, their daiquiri is something we will 
recommend you to try.

Amul
If you are lucky enough to find this place open on a sunny afternoon, Amul has a variety of ice 
creams and Sundaes on offer. Amul is located on the ground floor of MAC, in a corner not 
usually disturbed by mortals. You may be surprised by their Tea and Burgers as they taste a lot 
like home.
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